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Clarinetist Gregory Agid (Ah-jead) is breaking out as a member of 
the new generation of New Orleans jazz musicians, brandishing his 
clarinet in the air as he performs onstage before audiences--
wielding it further into the modern mainstream of jazz. The clarinet 
has generally been stereotyped as 'old-fashioned' since it's 
commonly used to play older styles of jazz, and its sound is rarely 
marketed as ‘modern.' While remembering the advice and insights 
mentors gave him about the legacy of New Orleans jazz, Agid is 
eager to move the music forward--infusing his own personality and 
experiences into a generational kaleidoscope of local sound. Agid 
says, “Jazz is this wonderful medium for expressing our true selves 
and anything else without repercussions, and this communication is 
the most important aspect of the music. Jazz is sophistication, 
sexiness, pure joy, and sadness. If my music hasn't touched you in 
some way, I haven't done my job.”  

“Arguably the most impressive young clarinetist in New Orleans 
today, Gregory Agid elevates his instrument every time he surrounds 
himself with this top-notch group of New Orleans players.” 
       -Off Beat 
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